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Schedule 
 

 

11:30am Opening Remarks  
• Bob Kirby - Director, Iowa Center for  

                          Research by Undergraduates 
 
• Student Speaker - Marissa Mueller, University of Io-

wa 
 
 

11:45am-1:30pm  
• Student Poster Presentations 
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Welcome   
 

Welcome to our fifteenth annual Research in the Capitol. In the 
last decade, over 500 undergraduates from our three Regent’s 
Universities have come to the Iowa Statehouse to present their 
work to legislators, members of the Board of Regents, and the 
public.  These students have gone on to contribute to our state 
as doctors, educators, engineers, lawyers, nurses, and profes-
sionals in various disciplines. The opportunity for our students 
to share their knowledge and exuberance with legislators, Re-
gents, and guests in the Iowa Capitol is a special honor that has 
stayed with them across the years. 
  
Research involvement plays a central role in undergraduate edu-
cation. Students who take part in research are more successful 
academically, are more developed in their career and profes-
sional preparation, and are more satisfied with their college ex-
perience. Research engagement provides the conditions for col-
laborative learning and critical thinking that benefit our students 
as they move into the workforce or on to graduate or profession-
al training. The presentations before you today required count-
less hours of effort on the part of the students and their mentors 
outside of the classroom and represent the shared commitment 
our students, staff, and faculty place on the undergraduate ex-
perience.   
  
As you speak with these outstanding students, you will learn 
first hand the impact research involvement has on Iowa’s stu-
dents and the impact those students have on the research con-
ducted at our outstanding Iowa Public Universities. 
   
 
 
 
 
  
Robert Kirby 
Director, Iowa Center for Research by Undergraduates 
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Iowa Regents Universities  

Undergrad Research Contacts  
 
 

Robert Kirby 
Director  

Iowa Center for Research by Undergraduates 
Director 

The University of Iowa 
6 Gilmore Hall 

Iowa City, Iowa 52242 
Phone: 319.467.0987 
bob-kirby@uiowa.edu 

 
 

Jessica Moon 
Director 

University Honors Program 
University of Northern Iowa 

2401 College St.  
Cedar Falls, Iowa 50614 

Phone: 319.273.3175 
jessica.moon@uni.edu 

 
 

Svitlana Zbarska  
Coordinator for Undergraduate Research 

Honors Department 
Iowa State University 

2132 Jischke 
Ames, IA  50011 

Phone: 515.294.2064 
 szbar@iastate.edu 
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Student Presenters 
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Student Presenters 
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Student Presenters 
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Abstracts 
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Notes   
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